MCEDONALD

KELLY
CANBY

TEACHER NOTES

Teacher notes by Romi Sharp HRR#_!E@



MEDONALD
KELLY

RAINBOW STREET

Creators: RW.R. McDonald & Kelly Canby
ISBN: 9 781923 345171 | Hardback
26 AUGUST 2025
For ages: 4 to 8 years
Publisher: Larrikin House
Website: larrikinhouse.com.au

Contact: rwrmcdonald.com

About the Book

Welcome to Rainbow Street!

Meet Cherry’s rainbow family and her fun-loving neighbours as they
enjoy a street party with family traditions and delicious food from
around the world.

Rainbow Street invites young readers (and their grown-ups!) to explore
the magic of inclusion, the joy of diversity, and the simple delight of
belonging. And there is always a place for everyone at the table.
There’s just one thing missing ... Where is grandma?



Abeut the Creators

R.W.R. (Rob) McDonald is an author of crime fiction for adults, as
well as a respected writing mentor. His publications include The
Nancys (2019) and its sequel, Nancy Business (2021), both published
by Allen and Unwin. Rob is now venturing into the world of
children’s books with his debut picture book, Happy Millionth
Birthday, and his newest colourful release, Rainbow Street.
R.W.R. McDonald: rwrmecdonald.com and Instagram:

@rwrmcdonald

Author/Illustrator Kelly Canby was born in London, England, at a
very young age. She now lives in Perth, Western Australia, and is
quite a bit older. Kelly spends her days in the studio drawing and
painting and when she isn’t in the studio drawing and painting
she’s probably in another room drawing and painting. Kelly draws
and paints a lot.
Also, she is surprisingly good at parallel parking.
Kelly Canby: kellycanby.com and Instagram: @kelly_canby

: : Themes
curriculum Links
- Family / family dynamics,
English, Mathematics, Science / Intergenerational
STEAM, Health and Physical relationships, Inclusion,
. ) Diversity, Belonging,
Higtion, Th? = (Visual Tradiﬁor?; / tradi?ilogal
Arts, Music), HASS foods and customs,
Cultural backgrounds,

Community unity


http://rwrmcdonald.com/
https://www.instagram.com/rwrmcdonald/
https://kellycanby.com/
https://www.instagram.com/kelly_canby/

N.B. These questions and activities can be adapted to suit the experience and ahllltir

students. Activities are linked to the Australian Curriculum.

BEFORE READING -

Tuning in:

Ask students to draw a family portrait
with the members of their families, or
bring photos to share.

Students share their definitions of
‘family’. What are the things they all
have in common? (eg. Live in the same
house, usually related, each member
has a role)

What makes families different?
Students can turn and talk to a friend
about their own family. Who lives with
them? Do they have more than one
home due to separation or other
reasons? Do they have other members
from extended family living with them?
Students discuss one favourite family

tradition or activity they enjoy together.

Look at the cover of ‘Rainbow Street'.
Ask, what do you notice? What kinds of
people and family members can you
see? Why do you think the cover
includes so many different kinds of
people? How do you think they feel?
How does the cover make you feel?
Why do you think the title includes the
word ‘rainbow’? How can families be
like rainbows?

What do you think this story might be
about? Do you think this book will be
helpful? How?

DURING READING -

e l

i

Upon discovering that Granny is
turning 90, what do you expect she
will be like/behave like?

What is meant by ‘festive food’?
After learning about the different
parties and celebrations, what do you
think it’s like to live on Rainbow
Street?

Do you celebrate parties like
birthdays, Christmas, Chinese New
Year, Halloween and Holi?

What culture might Dad be a part of?
How do you know?

How does Cherry have a ‘Rainbow
Family'?

What nationality might Fen and her
mum be a part of? Have you tried
dumplings and chopsticks?

What are ‘ancestors’? Why might they
be drawing a map of the world in the
street?

What do you love about Halloween?
Have you heard of or tried the
traditional Indian food?

What did you learn about Mr
Amorosi? What is meant by ‘records’?
Where is Granny?

How does Granny include everyone,
including YOU, on Rainbow Street?
What did you think of the ending?
Was it expected or were you
surprised? How do you feel about it?


https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/

FURTHER QUESTIONS -

What is the story about? What is the
main idea? How did it make you feel?
Do you have a part that you relate to or
enjoyed the most?

What did you learn about Cherry’s
‘Rainbow Family’ and her neighbours
in Rainbow Street? What did you learn
about their different family dynamics /
members and their roles?

What did you learn about Granny?
What are some of the important
messages shared through Granny’s
actions / words?

What did you learn about the different
cultures, ages, backgrounds, traditions,
food and clothing found throughout
the story and seen in the pictures?
How do you think Cherry feels about
her Rainbow family? What are the
positive things about her ‘diverse’
community?

Why are ‘inclusion” and ‘belonging’
important for all families living in
rainbow communities?

Turn and talk to a friend about how
your neighbourhood / local community
makes everyone feel like they belong.
What do you notice about events and
celebrations in your local area (ie.
parks, shopping centres, libraries,
schools, etc)

Discuss how the language and pictures
allow readers to feel a part of the story.

e What literacy and language devices
has the author used to engage the
reader? For example, onomatopoeia;
metaphors; similes; humour.

e What do you like about the
illustrations? What kinds of art media
and techniques have been used to
create the pictures by the illustrator?
How has the illustrator expressed fun,
colour, joy and energy? What colours,
shapes, textures, perspectives, facial
expressions and body language have
been used to express different
emotions, moods, actions and focal
points in the story? Look at each page
and discuss the visual cues that show
us how the ‘unspoken’ messages
come through the pictures (ie.
feelings, relationships).

e How can you relate to this story?
What are some positive thoughts you
could tell yourself if you didn’t feel
included or a sense of belonging
where you live? Turn and talk to a
friend about it.

e What did you find most surprising /
interesting / impactful / enjoyable

about this story?




Activity 1 - Celebrations:
» Make a list of all the different holidays
/ celebrations mentioned in the book.

For example, birthdays, Christmas,
Chinese New Year, Halloween, Holi.
Can you add your own to this list?

e Next to the list, write words or short

descriptions in columns with headings:

food, traditions, clothing/costumes,
decorations/themes, etc.

* Draw pictures or symbols to represent
each celebration.

» Choose one of the celebrations to
expand on and write a sentence,
paragraph or poem about it, and draw
your favourite part of that event.

Activity 2 — Rainbow Characters:

e Create a character profile with
adjectives to describe Cherry, Granny
or another character in the book.
Include descriptions of their
appearance, age, culture, interests,
hobbies, traditional background,
relationships, etc.

Activity 3 - Rainbow Families:

e Idea 1 - Draw a picture of your
‘rainbow family’ or the diversity in
your community. Complete the
sentence, There’s always a place for
me...

e Idea 2 - Trace your hands onto paper
and write a family member or
neighbour on each of the fingers.
Colour in each finger. Display cut-out

hands as a whole ‘rainbow’ class.

e Idea 3 - Use toilet paper rolls to make
‘rainbow family’ puppets,
representing different family
members and neighbours in their
colourful and traditional clothing.
Students could place them in box
houses and line them all up to create
a class ‘Rainbow Street’.

ENGLISH -

Students can:

-Write or make the word ‘rainbow’ in
different art media, such as multi-
coloured textas, pencils, crayons, paints,
letter stamps, playdough, magazine cut-
outs, confetti, etc.

-Make a list of other words in the book
and around the room with the digraph ‘ai’,
such as ‘rain’, ‘fairy’, ‘paint’, ‘container’,
‘stained’, etc.

-Make a list of words that have a similar
phoneme, but different spelling. Eg. the
‘ai’ sound in ‘rainbow’ can be heard in
‘a_e’ words like ‘space’’made’, ‘cake’ or in
‘ay’ words like ‘play’, ‘Ajay’, ‘always’.

-The word ‘rainbow’ is a compound word.
Write it like an equation: rain+bow =
rainbow. Find other compound words in
the book.

-Write and colour one of the lists of words
in a rainbow outline shape.


https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=ENGENGFY&content-description-code=AC9EFLY10&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=0&view=quick
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https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=ENGENGY2&content-description-code=AC9E2LY10&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=0&view=quick
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Comprehension: Match the Family Types
\C9E2L.E02 ACOEFLE0S5 ACOEILE0S ACOE2LE05 ACOEFLY05
\COEILY05 AC9E2LY05

As a class, ask students to match photos
or draw the types of families described
below. Students can discuss what each
one means, and which one relates most

closely to them.

Examples of family types:
-Nuclear families

-Blended or mixed families
-Single-parent families
-Mixed heritage families
-Same-sex parent families
-Extended families
-Grandparent families
-Foster families

-Childless families

Creative Writing;

Students can complete the sentence, ‘My

Sfamily is a kind of family

because

Students can be guided to include some

descriptive phrases and emotive verbs or

adjectives.
They can illustrate their sentences and

then collate them all to make a class book

titled, ‘Our Rainbow of Families’.

LS

o

Narrative Writing
\COEFLEO1 AC9EFLE02 ACOEILE02 ACOE2LE02 AC9EILY01
AC9E2LY01 AC9EFLY06 AC9EILY06 AC9E2LY06

Students can write a narrative story based
around their family and a favourite
tradition, holiday or celebration. This could

be real or imagined, heartfelt or funny.

Ask students to think about who their
characters are, and if there is a conflict or
problem to solve (ie. A new family member
causing problems, a family member
moving away, etc). What events or
situations might be experienced (real or
imagined)? What is the tone of the story?
What personal emotional or physical
challenges might need to be overcome?
How will they be resolved?

Begin your narrative with a sizzling start,
such as dialogue, onomatopoeia, action or
scene setting. Think about using interesting
figurative and emotive language.

Set it out with a beginning, middle and end.

Alternative idea:

Write the story from the voice of the child,
who is guiding or informing readers about
their family/neighbourhood celebrations.
What creative ideas and humour can you
think of to make your story interesting?
What challenges would need to be

overcome? How does your story end?

.
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MATHEMATICS -

Students use addition and subtraction
operations to play ‘Around the Rainbow
Street Table’. They can do this in a group
semi-circle or line (like an arch). This can
be used for operations to 10, and extended
to 100 and beyond.

How to play: The starting number is 10.
Students go around the group, with each
person stating an addition or subtraction
and the answer. The result needs to equal to
10 when they reach the end of the line. For
example, for 6 players, 10-4=6,+3 =9, -
5=4,+2=6,-3=3,+7=10.

For lower levels, students could play
‘Number Bingo’ by using dice and counters
to cover numbers written on a sheet until
they all have a ‘seat at the table’ (1 - 6 or 2 -
12).

Students can explore the concept of time
and calendars with various activities,
including:

e Learn, say and sing the days of the
week and the months of the year, in
chronological order.

e Mark special events / celebrations on a
calendar, including family birthdays,
traditional holidays, significant cultural

events or celebrations.

e Time themselves on a stopwatch deing
various activities, such as, setting the
table, playing a musical tune,

L

wrapping a present, making a piece of
fairy bread (or other dish), eating 5 ¢

iy
El

dumplings, drawing 3 dinosaurs, etc
o Telling the time to the hour, half past |
and quarter past/to on analogue and (" 1

)

i !
time to eat! &

digital clocks, describing when it’s

SCIENCE / STEAM -

W

@, .

Students, in groups, draw a design and
construct a skyrocket that releases confetti,
using household materials, including

paper towel/toilet paper tubes,
construction paper, confetti, balloons

ey
4 3
B

tape, and decorative materials.

-

Evaluate its function, stability, durability,
and aesthetic appeal. How effective is the
skyrocket in projecting the confetti?

)

Communicate the results.

Instructions on how to make a Confetti
Skyrocket can be found at: DIY Confetti
Poppers For New Years - Little Bins for Little &

Hands

Science involved: Newton’s Third Law of Motion

says that for every action, there is an equal or !
opposite reaction. That means stored (potential)
energy is built up when you pull down on the

balloon. When you release the balloon, the stored &
energy forces the confetti up and out of the tube.
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Granny in a Parachute
Science - Physical sciences: ACISFU02 AC9S1U03
AC9SFHO1 AC9STHOIACIS2HOIACISFIO1 ACISFI02
ACI9SFI03 AC9SF104 ACISFI05 AC9SIIO1 AC9S1I02
AC952103 AC9S1104 AC9S2105 AC9S1I06

To explore the concepts of physics -
gravity, drag and air resistance - students
can make and test their own parachutes
with ‘Granny’. They will need tissue paper
or a plastic bag, string and a toy figure.
Make predictions and conduct several
experiments based on different variables.
-Predict how hard/soft the figure will land
without the parachute / with the parachute.
-Predict and observe the parachute from
different heights.

-Where will it land?

-Will it be the same result every time if
repeated the same way?

-What happens if you change the weight of
the object?

-What happens if you make a hole in the
canopy?

Communicate the results.

Full instructions and explanations can be
found at: Make a Parachute | STEM Activity

Science involved: Things fall because gravity pulls
them down, and the faster they fall, the harder
they land. The air around us is made of small
particles. Air resistance or drag slows things
down. The larger the surface, the more drag it

creates.

Rainbow Skittles Science

Science - Chemical sciences: ACISFU0O3 AC9S2U03
ACI9SFHOI AC9STHOIAC9S2HOIACISFI01 AC9SFI02 AC9SFI03
AC9SFEI04 AC9SFL05 AC9S1101 AC9S1102 AC9S52103 AC9S1104
AC952105 AC9S1106

For the Skittles science experiment, you
will need a plate, warm water and a bag of
Skittles. Before beginning, students make
predictions about what might happen to
the Skittles in the water. Will the pattern
remain the same or blend together?
Students can arrange the Skittles around
the plate, then pour warm water in the
centre until it reaches past the candy.
Observe and record what happens to the
colours.

Science involved: Skittles are coated with sugar
and food colouring. When you add warm water to
the Skittles, the sugar and food colouring start to
dissolve. As they are all coated similarly, they
should dissolve at similar speeds.

The sugar is moving to areas of water with lower
sugar concentration. If the water is poured in the
centre, this is happening for each Skittle at
relatively the same speed.

oy
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HASS -

Students can discuss and explore the
geographical locations of the neighbours
as mentioned in Rainbow Street, or
interview their own family and neighbours
about their (or their ancestors’) country of
origin.

Ideas to explore these locations can
include:

» Find these locations on a map of the
world.

e Draw the shapes of the countries or
continents on large sheets of paper, or
with chalk around your school or the
street footpath.

» Each student can place a candle (or
picture or another object) in the shape
of a country that resonates with their
family / neighbour.

e Research and discuss cultural
traditions that are associated with that
area of origin. Why are they
important?

» Hold a ‘Cultural Day’ event to dress up
and bring food related to that region
and/or culture.

e Create a slideshow, poster or
presentation about a chosen location
or cultural tradition, including its
special features, and why it is
important to the student and their
family.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION /
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL CAPABILITY -

Students can practise physical, emotional
and social health by:

e Organising a birthday party, and
celebrating different cultural holidays
with family.

e Playing a musical instrument.

 Following recipes to make new and
favourite festive and cultural dishes.

e Sharing stories, making memories,
attending events, and spending time
with all members in ‘rainbow families’,
and listening to others’ stories, too.

» Keeping a journal of thoughts, goals,
achievements, and special events.

e Learning a new tradition or skill (such
as using chopsticks!).

» Creating beautiful street art with safe
materials (like chalk).

e Dressing up in costumes for special
events like Halloween or other holidays.

» Playing favourite sports, like cricket in
the park, or other outdoor activities
(leave parachuting for Granny!).

» Taking care of pets, walking them in
your street, or washing them!

» Playing favourite music to dance along
to with family and friends.

e Appreciating and celebrating
grandparents and elders, especially on
their birthdays!
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THE ARTS: VISUAL ARTS -

Rainbow Art

ACIAVA2E01 AC9AVAFDOI ACIAVA2D0I ACIAVAFCO1
AC9AVA2C01 ACIAVAEPOI AC9AVA2PO01

Carefully observe the illustrations in
Rainbow Street. What do you notice about
the techniques used to create the
characters, and the ‘explosion’ of colour?
What methods and media do you think
have been used by the illustrator? How
does it make you feel when you look at
them?

Students can create their own piece of
rainbow art that represents their family,
neighbourhood or favourite celebration.
They might like to re-create a scene from
the book.

Students first use pencil to outline their
picture, then colour with their choice of
watercolours, acrylic paint or crayon.
Once dry, using a range of paint colours
and pipettes or brushes to ‘splash’ an
explosion of colour over their piece.

Students communicate the purpose/result

of the piece.

Cardboard Rainbow Street

AC9AVA2E01 AC9AVAFEDO1 AC9AVA2D01 ACIAVAECOT
AC9AVA2C01 ACIAVAEPOT ACIAVA2PO1

Add to your ‘Rainbow Families’ (Activity 3)
paper roll puppets scene by creating and
painting different coloured box houses,
large carboard cut-out rainbow-shaped
hills, and a rainbow road made with
coloured paper strips, handprints, or
chalk-drawn street art.

Remind students that there is always a
place for everyone on their Rainbow
Street.
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https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/visual-arts/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=ARTVISY12&content-description-code=AC9AVA2E01&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=0&view=quick
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/visual-arts/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=ARTVISY12&content-description-code=AC9AVA2P01&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=0&view=quick

My Family

Complete the sentence, then draw a picture of your family.

My family is a kind of family

because

- —

Rainbow Street by RWR McDonald & Kelly Canby, Larrikin House 2025




7\



List of Ingredients:

How many serves:

Preparation time:

Cooking time:

Method:
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Find the words from Rainbow Street!
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CHRISTMAS
DIVERSITY
BIRTHDAY
STREET
FOOD

CHINESE NEW YEAR
HALLOWEEN
RAINBOW

PARTIES

GRANNY

ANCESTORS
FESTIVE

FAMILY
TABLE
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